Thereareabout 50 different groups of plastics, with hundreds of different
varieties. All types of plastic are recyclable.

To make sorting and thusrecycling easier, the American Society of Plastics
Industry developed a standar d marking codeto help consumer sidentify and sort
the main typesof plastic.

Thesetypesand their most common usesare;

‘,"_'?'5 PET - Polyethyleneterephthalate - Fizzy drink bottlesand oven-ready
meal trays, peanut butter jars

éﬁ HDPE - High-density polyethylene - Bottlesfor milk and washing-up
liquids, motor ail

é‘f} PV C - Polyvinyl chloride - Food trays, fast food serviceitems and
shampoo, cooking oil bottles

£.5 L DPE - Low density polyethylene - Grocery bagsand can liners.
/N
A

PP - Polypropylene - Mar garinetubs, microwaveable meal trays, bottle
caps, yogurt containers, straws

£.} PS - Polystyrene - foam meat or fish trays, hamburger boxes and egg

cartons, vending cups, plastic cutlery, protective packaging for electronic
goodsand toys (packing peanuts).

'{;3 OTHER - Any other plasticsthat do not fall into any of the above

categories. - An exampleis melamine, which isoften used in plastic plates
and cups.



